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Fr. Curtis Miller Nov. 12-13, 2022 Homily for the 33rd Sun. in Ordinary Time 

 

 During this month of November, the Church invites us to pray for the souls of all the 

faithful departed.  One of the Church’s most beautiful beliefs is its teaching on Purgatory.  

We’re probably pretty familiar with the teachings on Hell as the place for the evil to go and 

Heaven as the place for the saints to go, but what about Purgatory?  The Church teaches that 

Purgatory is a place for those who die, believing in God and loving Him (or at least open to 

Him), yet who are not quite ready to go to Heaven because of unconfessed sins or an 

unresolved attachment to sin.  Purgatory, however, is not a final destination for the mediocre.  

It is a place of preparation for Heaven.  If you go to Purgatory, you are going to Heaven.  We 

cannot just aim for spiritual mediocrity in hopes of getting by, just under the wire, into 

Purgatory.  We must be aiming high, striving honestly (with God’s help) to live holy lives, to 

be saints.  Our goal must be to be with God in Heaven; the souls in Purgatory just are not 

quite ready for it.  But if we’re only putting in a lukewarm effort to love God and our 

neighbors, we might not make it into Purgatory.  That’s serious business, because from Hell 

there is no hope of ever reaching Heaven.  So during our time on this earth, let’s do our best 

to become holy, practicing penances, throwing ourselves upon God’s mercy, and availing 

ourselves of all the helps He gives us to get us to Heaven, especially the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation (Confession). 

 

 But what about those souls in Purgatory?  What are they doing?  They are doing 

penances (which is another good reason for us to get a head start by practicing penances, like 

fasting, during this life), so that they might be cleansed by God of their remaining sins.  For 

example, someone who hated other people during this life, who cherished this hate instead of 

working to overcome it, will need to get to the point of loving those people, recognizing 

them as fellow beloved children of God.  They can (and should) still hate the sins of these 

people, but they should be able to love the sinner.  Or someone who used other people as 

objects, whether to get ahead or as objects of lust, has to also get to the point of loving those 

people as fellow children of God.  If this purification doesn’t happen, then that person 

wouldn’t be very happy in Heaven, likely spending eternity with these very people they 

hated or objectified.   

 

 Besides striving for repentance and holiness during this life, we on earth should also 

pray for the souls of our beloved dead.  Unless someone has been formally canonized by the 

Church, we are not certain if they are in Heaven yet.  We need to be praying for their souls to 

complete their journeys through Purgatory swiftly.  And when they do reach Heaven, those 

souls will return the favor by praying for us.  That’s why we offer funerals and have Mass 

intentions for the dead and offer other prayers for them:  to get them through Purgatory and 

into Heaven.   

 

 The Church also believes in the resurrection of the body.  Just as Jesus’ Body did not 

remain in the tomb, but was reunited to His soul in a glorified, incorrupt form, so we hope 

for the same restoration.  God created us human beings as a composite of body and soul.  
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The body is not a prison to the soul, nor is it just something to be disposed of after death.  

The body is treated with utmost care and reverence because it is part of us, part of our 

reflection of the image of God.  That’s why it’s a corporal work of mercy to bury the dead.  

Even when a body has been cremated or decomposed in the grave, the same God Who 

created our bodies to begin with also has the power to restore our bodies, the same in 

essence, yet mysteriously glorified like Jesus’ Body.  We get a glimpse of this in the 

incorrupt bodies of some saints.   

 

 To illustrate the importance of burying the dead and treating their bodies with respect, 

I’d like to tell a strange story (if you haven’t heard it before) of a mummy buried in 

Middlebury, Vermont.  In the late 19th Century, a Middlebury man, named Henry Sheldon, 

had a hobby of collecting antiques and other curiosities for his personal museum.  Once, he 

obtained from an antiquities dealer the mummy of an ancient Egyptian prince, Amum-Her-

Khepesh-Ef.  Yet the mummy was in a deteriorated condition, so he stored it away in the 

attic.  Decades later, a curator discovered the remains in the attic and he was appalled.  It 

didn’t matter that the Egyptian prince had over 18 centuries before the birth of Christ.  This 

was the body of a human being, not an object to be gawked at, and so he saw to it that the 

body was respectfully buried in his own family plot in Middlebury.  

 

 Sadly, we can find a counter example in the history of Barton.  During an expansion 

of Barton Academy (now the elementary school) in 1907, an Abenaki burial ground was 

unearthed.  There are no records of what was done with the remains, but they were possibly 

thrown away in a dump, and articles from the grave kept as souvenirs.   

 

The Scriptures teach us that “God did not create death, nor does He delight in the 

destruction of the living” (Wisdom 1:13).  In the beginning, God created human beings to 

live forever.  Yet by the disobedience of Adam and Eve in Original Sin and in all the sins we 

humans have committed since then, we reject God’s plan of life.  We choose the fleeting, 

temporal things of the world over the eternal life that God offers us.  Yet God has not given 

up.  As Jesus says, His Father is “not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to Him all are 

alive” (Mark 12:27, Luke 20:38).  To save us from our sins, the Father sent Jesus, His Son, 

to become man and to sacrifice His life for us on the cross.  Jesus’ death frees us from death.  

Now, we know all too painfully well that every human being still dies, even after Jesus’ 

resurrection.  What has changed is that we no longer remain in the grip of death forever.  

That is why our “hope is full of immortality” (Wisdom 3:4).   

 

It can seem morbid to think so much about death, but we do so in order to live well.  

“Remember you are dust, and unto dust you shall return,” we say on Ash Wednesday.  It 

helps us set the right priorities in life, not worldly wealth and pleasures, but rather striving to 

love God and our neighbor well now in this life, so that we can love them well in eternity.    


